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THE BIG IDEA TODAY IS: God put His people in the desert around His tabernacle. He 
had a place, a plan, and a purpose for each of them. He has the same for each of us! Asa 
Christ-Follower, you are His child so you also have an identity in Him. He knows you 
and loves you personally, and He desires a relationship with you. 


Numbers - "Bemidbar" - Means "In the wilderness". It is the title of this week's parashat. 
It is one of those passages that a pastor looks at and wonders "what in the world can we 
learn from this?". I started my week by asking, "Lord, what truth is in this passage down 
below the surface from which we can learn better your will for our lives? " 


Bemidbar (Numbers) is a book that chronicles the spiritual journey of the Jewish 
people. We should study it because it chronicles not only their journey, but it chronicles 
ours as well. Every one of us in this room is on a journey to spiritual maturity. And, we 
are all at different stages in our journey. For example: 


1) For some of you, thus far your journey has been a life of pleasure. You've 
enjoyed little hardship. You've somehow skirted heartbreak and brokenness. 

2) Others of you have been on your own pilgrimage and it is scarred by pain, 
disappointment, doubt, disillusionment and deep struggle. 

3) Some of you are agnostic or "doubters" at this point. 

4) Others of you are battle worn and weary, wondering how God will use you in a 


real and tangible way in the 4th quarter of your lives. 


Regardless of where you are on your journey, you are still on ajourney. Some of 
us have endured great hardship along the way. My neighbor and close friend has spoken 
to this little assembly and has told us of the heart break of losing his 21 year old son to 
lung cancer. What you don't know is that for a season my own son lost his faith in God 
due to that death. That boy was my son's best friend. In time my son regained his faith 
in God. 

How do we pick up the pieces while on this pilgrimage? We would like to say 
that time and God has healed all of our wounds, but that would not be honest. 


= We know from Deuteronomy 1:2 that the 
oo Tean |7 journey from Mt. Horeb in the Sinai to the 

b S Land of Canaan is an eleven day journey. But 
this Book of Numbers tells us that it will take 
the Jews 38 more years to make this eleven 
day journey. What happened? What accounts 
for such a delay? This book will tell us. 
There are very few of us who make the eleven day journey in eleven days. For most of 
us thirty eight years is more like it. The truth is that there is no such thing as instant 
maturity. We are all a work in progress. 
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For purposes of background let's remember how we got here. 
B'reshit (Genesis) gave us the beginning of it all. That book 
ended with God's people having a dream to go to Egypt to be 
saved from famine. The story took some unexpected turns 
and the dream became a nightmare. They ended up enslaved 
to the Egyptians for a long and bitter 400 years. 


The Book of Exodus chronicles their dramatic 
deliverance. On Passover night the angel of death did 
indeed pass over their homes, sparing them from the 
death and destruction that almighty God dealt on the 

| Eeypuans, The waters of the great red sea parted, and the 
— | children of Israel walked on dry ground to the other side. 
The Boies and m of the Egyptians who followed them were destroyed as God 
closed up the Red Sea behind them. when And so now, here God's people are: In the 
desert, in the wilderness. 


> 


In V'yikra (Leviticus), God's people sat at the base of Mount Sinai, 
and there the finger of God wrote commandments to them in stone. 
God dwelt in his tabernacle and the people camped around Him. He 
showed His presence in the day by a pillar of cloud, and He showed 
Himself to them at night by a pillar of fire. They were told whom to 
worship, how to worship, and they were told where to worship. 


And then Numbers 1 starts, 


Please stand with me as we read from this week's Torah portion for this week: 


> 


"The LORD spoke to Moses in the tent of meeting in the Desert of Sinai on the first 
day of the second month of the second year after the Israelites came out of Egypt. He 


said: “Take a census of the whole Israelite community by their clans and families, 
listing every man by name, one by one. ! 


The Torah text tells us that the Jews have left Egypt and they have been at Sinai 
for a year and a month. He is about to tell them to go into the land of Canaan. He 
promised that land to Abraham, then to Isaac, and then to Jacob. 


Exodus 40:17 tells us that they've been at the base of Sinai for about a month. In 
the first month of the second year the tabernacle was erected and it was finished. So 
they've been worshipping God in the tabernacle now for a month. There God has been 
telling them how they have been "called out". 


In these first verses of Numbers God is telling Moses, I want you to number the 
people. Moses is instructed to count all males from 20 years old and up. God counts 
adulthood from the age of 20 and up. And when Moses is done the tally is 603,550 
(excepting the tribe of the Levites). I do not want to be a spoiler, but their journey of 
faith does not go well. A generation later they will be counted again and their numbers 
will diminish. They did not prosper in the desert. 


This book starts with counting of the people and positioning of the tribes around 
the Tabernacle. What is all this counting and positioning about? Why are the tribes 
situated in a specific way around the tabernacle out in the midst of the desert? 
What is the message God is telling them as they camp around the Miskan. Take a 
minute and look at the overheads which show us some of God's instructions in these 
four chapters. 
=> > Overview of Tribes around the Tabernacle - Each tribe had its place 
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Here are a few general observations that I think we should ponder: 

> Lessons for Living 

1) Presence - God wanted to be in the midst of His people. He wanted them to be 
comforted by His presence so He gave them a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by 
night. These assurances let them know that they were protected and that they He was 
their God and that they were His people. 


2) God wanted to communicate with His people. He gave the blueprint for His 
Mishkan (tabernacle) to have a place where Moses and the sons of Aaron could have 


1 The New International Version. (2011). (Nu 1:1-2). Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. 


dialogue with God Himself and receive instructions on how to worship. There in the 
wilderness God told them how to have a right relationship with Him. 


3) Every person was important - God loved Israel so much He counted them, and 
He counted them one by one. He was interested in each and every one of them. Itis 
interesting that He had an exact place for each of them to camp around the Mishcan 
(19wv7 ). The Midrash tells us that this was the same placement of the twelve sons of 
Jacob around his casket. 


4) Purpose - God had specific callings for different people. For example, God 
gave the Levites the responsibility for being able to work in and serve in the tabenacle. 
The line of Aaron were the priests and the other Levites kept it all up. Each clan in the 
tribe of Levi had a purpose. These chapters lay out those purposes. 


5) Indentity - God gave them each an identity. Although they had individual 
identities as manifested by their different tribal flags, their all-encompassing identity was 
that they were ISRAEL...They were placed in encampments around their flag that was 
God Himself. At one point they call Him "Jehovah Nissi" - God is my banner. (Ex 
17:15) 


Please stand with me again now as we read our portion from the Brit Chadashah (The 
New Testament) 


> 


235 As He says also in Hosea: 

“I will call them My people, who were not My people, 

And her beloved, who was not beloved.”™ 

26“And it shall come to pass in the place where it was said to them, 
“You are not My people,’ 

There they shall be called sons of the living God.” Romans Chapter 91 


Please be seated. Guys, this scripture is talking about us. We are that people described. 


Principle 1: But as many as received Him, to them gave He power to become the sons of 


God, even to them that believe on his name. (John 1:12) 


Now let's look at how those first four chapters of Numbers foreshadow who we are in 
Christ and the work that He has for each of us to do. How do we find Him and how do 
we find ourselves? 


FEARNor 1) Principle 2: God is present in your life and He desires to give you 
assurance and comfort. The LORD is near to the brokenhearted And 
saves those who are crushed in spirit. (Psalm 34:18); and hear the words 
of Isaiah, 1° Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am 
thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right 


fat l am 


WITH YOU 


hand of my righteousness. (Isaiah 41:10); and lastly, Jesus in giving us His great 

commission said, "!? Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of 

the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 

20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am 
with you always, even unto the end of the world. Amen. (Matt 28:19-20) 


2) Principle 3: God wants to communicate with you! Jesus said, 
"My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. I give 
them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them 
out of my hand." (John 10:27-28) And then the prophet Jeremiah 
reminds us that God is in the business of communicating with His 
people "Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and show thee great and 
mighty things, which thou knowest not." (Jeremiah 33:3) God wants to 
whisper into your soul. 


>3) Principle 4: We are ALL important to God. He knows you 
-YOU.ARE individually by name. In teaching about honoring and fearing God, Jesus 
DNR TAI said, “Are not five sparrows sold for two copper coins? And not one of 


ages them is forgotten before God. 7 But the very hairs of your head are all 

ş TOGOD numbered. Do not fear therefore; you are of more value than many 
sparrows. (Luke 7) Just think how much more your heavenly father 
loves you than the little sparrows. He knows you. He loves you. He has you in the palm 
of His hand. 


=>4) Purpose - Principle 5: God has plan and a purpose for you. Jesus 
YOU ARE NOT said, "I have come that you might have life and have it more 
poche abundantly." (John 10:10) Part of what gives you that abundant life is 
Oni teim having a purpose that gives you purpose. Just as the Lord had a purpose 
Muted for the Levites that we read about in today's Torah portion, God has 
Ji gifted you to do the things He has planned for you. Ephesians 2:8-10 
wa 8 Eor by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is 
the gift of God:? Not of works, lest any man should boast.!° For we are his workmanship, 
created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should 
walk in them. The apostle Paul says you are given gifts to do those works, and you are 
given the Holy Spirit to empower you to do those good works. 


5) Identity - Principle 6: All of us are born with a need for an 
identity. If you try to fill that need with ANYTHING but the Lord, 


you will live a life of frustration and conflict. You cannot look to 
your wife for an identity. You can not look to your husband for an 
identity. You can not look to your children for an identity. You can 
not look to being married as an identity (say if you are a single 
person). "But as many as received Him to them gave He the power 
to become the sons of God even to them that believe on His name. 
John 1:12 "Now you are the body of Christ and each one of you is part of it. (1 Cor 
12:27) Stop searching for an identity. You have one! 


Principle 7: You HAVE an identity. You are the righteousness of Christ. "He that knew 
no sin was made sin for us that we might become the righteousness of God in Him". (2 
Cor 5:21) 


Start living like the real you! Let us pray. 
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